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Grade 2 Half-day Workshop:  
Adaptations 
 

OVERVIEW & PROGRAM GOALS 

 
This educational program has been designed with the intention of providing direct curriculum 
links to the Grade 2 Understanding Life Systems: Growth and Changes in Animals strand of 
The Ontario Science and Technology Curriculum. This exciting half-day workshop 
provides students and teachers the opportunity to explore the curriculum expectations 
outside the classroom. The main objective of this program is for students to: 
 

 Investigate similarities and differences in the physical characteristics of various 
animals 

 

 Demonstrate an understanding that adaptations help plants or animals survive in their 
environment 

 
 
 

SPECIFIC EXPECTATIONS 

 
Developing Investigation and Communication Skills:  

2.2. Observe and compare the physical characteristics and the behavioural 
characteristics of a variety of animals, including insects, using student-generated 
questions and a variety of methods and resources  

 

2.5. Investigate the ways in which a variety of animals adapt to their environment and/or 
to changes in their environment, using various methods 

 

2.7. Use appropriate science and technology vocabulary, including life cycle, migration, 
adaptation, body coverings, and classify, in oral and written communication 

 
Understanding Basic Concepts: 

3.1. Identify and describe major physical characteristics of different types of animals 
 

3.2. Describe an adaptation as a characteristic body part, shape, or behaviour that helps 
a plant or animal survive in its environment  
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TENTATIVE AGENDA 

 

10:00 am 
(12:00 pm) 

Arrival and Introduction to the Topic 

 Meet Program Leader and Volunteer at pre-determined 
meeting point 

 Introduce topic and vocabulary 
o How humans adapt to survive different seasons? 
o Animal adaptations: behavioural vs. physical 

adaptations 

10:15 am 
(12:15 pm) 

I Spy Tour  

 Explore the Malayan Woods Pavilion and Indo-Malaya outdoor 
exhibits and discover how these animals have adapted (e.g. 
body covering) to survive in their environment  

10:50 am 
(12:50 pm) 

Adaptation Tour 

 Explore the Indo-Malaya Pavilion and learn how animals have 
adapted physically and behaviourally to their environment 

11:15 am 
(1:15 pm) 

Wrap-up and Activity 

 Recap some of the animal adaptations that students observed 

 “Where it Belongs” Activity (time permitting) 

 
 

VOCABULARY 

 
 adaptation physical adaptation behavioural adaptation 

 dormancy hibernation migration 

 predator prey environment


